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ABSTRACT 



This pamphlet notes how active family involvement in 



education can benefit children's achievement, attitudes, schools, and 
teachers. It describes how families and schools can work together to 
contribute to the education process. The pamphlet details the components of a 
family- school partnership promise to work together, exchange information, 
share decision-making, and collaborate for children's learning. The pamphlet . 
also includes a form for joining the Partnership for Family Involvement in 
Education and delineates materials available from the U.S. Department of 
Education providing guidelines for getting families involved in education. 
Finally, the pamphlet describes ways parent organizations and schools can 
support family involvement in education by: (1) opening the lines of 

communication and making families feel welcome as equal partners; (2) giving 
teachers the tools to reach out to families; (3) setting high expectations 
for children by helping them enroll in challenging courses; (4) using 
technology to link parents to the classroom; (5) overcoming language 
barriers; and (6) encouraging communities to join family- school partnerships. 
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WHEN SCHOOLS AND 
FAMILIES TEAM UP TO 
HELP CHILDREN LEARN, 
EVERYONE WINS! 

Research shows that when families are 
actively involved in their children’s 
education, children 

• earn better grades and test scores; 

• behave better and have more positive 
attitudes; 

• graduate from high school at higher 
rates; and 

• are more likely to go on to higher 
education 

Schools are often more positively 
recognized, and teacher morale and job 
satisfaction also go up when parents 
are more involved! 



“Better education is everybody’s 
business!” 

— Richard W. Riley 

U.S. Secretary of Education 







Parent Organizations 
and Schools: 

TEAM UP 

FOR KIDS! 




This brochure is in the public domain. Partnership for Family Invol vement 

Feel free to photocopy or reprint it. . „ , 
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riendly practices and will work with others to form partnerships that support children’s learning. (Please type or 
G)rint the following information.) 

School Name; 

School Address: 

City: State: Zip: 
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HOW PARENT ORGANIZATIONS AND SCHOOLS 
CAN SUPPORT FAMILY INVOLVEMENT IN EDUCATION 

Open the lines of communication and make families feel welcome as equal partners Written materials to 
C ‘ft * C ° nCiSe ; “ S ? '° read ’ and free ^Educational ja„>o„ that parent may 

pf™ often seem unwelcoming to family members, and parents often feel that educators talk down to them 
Parents and educators need to help bridge this critical gap. 

Give teachers the tools to reach out to families. Staff development can help teachers understand the benefits 
of family involvement and give them strategies for improving two-way communication between home and school. 

S h mh l8h t eXP f Ctatl °u S for . chi ! dren b y helping them enroll in challenging courses. Expect and encourage 
children to take tough academic courses. Help them take algebra by the end of the eighth grade. Encourale 

heloand enrichCmact VC °° ' impr0 f vement efforts and after-school programs to give students extra academic 
nelp and enrichment activities in a safe environment. 

Sinef nn 0 S t Inr ink f aren !f u°, th ! classroom - New technologies such as voice mail systems, homework 
haie thP 1 I T » m e 7 P u bnn ? parents and schools closer together. Many teachers still don ’t even 

be a cdlaborafiveeffoT ° f ' “ tC 6ph ° ne m their classrooms - Findin § resources for these technology tools can 

SlTn° me J an ® Uag * _ barriers ' Schools an d Parent organizations need to make special accommodations to 
Inmm P f S T 0 *? f,ret la nguage is not English. Translate materials, make translators available for verbal 
communication in the parents first language, and offer bilingual voice-mail systems for families. 

Encourage communities to join family-school partnerships. Parents and community members can come 
together to help combat safety problems in the neighborhood around the school. Schools can partner with 

community groups, businesses, or religious organizations to offer after-school activities. Partnerships can lead 
to many effective programs that benefit the students and their families. rarmersn.ps lead 

PLEASE JOIN US 

Your school or parent organization is invited to join the Partnership for Family Involvement in Educa- 
tion, a growing national coalition of thousands of families, schools, communities, religious organizations 

inlhittd Wh ° reC °f mze the ' r mterde P endent roles in supporting family and community involvement 
m children s learning and improving our schools. You can sign and return the Family/School Partnership 
Promise on the inside of this brochure. For more complete information, 



Call the U. S. Department of Education 
at I -800-US A-LEARN 
or 

Write to the Partnership for Family Involvement in Education 
600 Independence Avenue, S.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20202-9133 
http://www.ed.gov/PFIE 
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